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P R E F A C E. 



The t'ollowing pages illustrate a tew of the cliief ineidonts in tlie'hi'^toiv of the 
Church ot' Scotland. From them it will he seen, that in all the periods of it*^ history, 
the Lord lias had a seed witnessing: and wrestlin<»^ throiiLih much trial and affliction 
for tiie ti-uths of His word. The Cimrch of Scotland is arjain <"ast into the t'uv- 
nace. The controversy in which siie is at present enirar^ed, is tiie v(.'ry same as in 
the days of old, — wiiether Ciirist or man shall reiirn in the Church, as huad and go- 
vernor thereof. Tt is indeed the cause of Christ. '* His enemies would pull tlie crown 
from off His head, and the sceptre out of His hand, and by this means, make 
Him no King in and over His Church, and consequently no Mediator." Sufferings 
have been the lot of the Church of God in all ages, and no branch of it on earth 
has more exemplified this than our own. Times without number has she been 
assailed from without and within. Her worship has been attacked by the admirers of 
pomp and ceremony — the hedges of her government and discipline have been torn 
down — nay, her very doctrines have been impugned ; yet, through the goodness of 
the Lord, she has maintained her ground. Our Jemsalem hath been a burdensome 
stone to all who have burdened themselves with it. It hath in the days of old 
crush e<l those who have sought to ovei^whelm it, and the same gracious Power which 
has sustained it hitherto, is still at work on its behalf. The Church of Christ, as 
was well said of old, is an anvil that has worn out many a hammer : and no anvil 
has worn out moi*o hammei*s than our own ! And all this through the gooii will of 
Him w^ho dwelt in the bush. ** Arise, O Lord, and plead thine own cause : let not 
man prevail — for thine is theOown, Government, Kingdom, Power and Glory." 



I'ATRICK HAMEhTOK I.N THE FLAMES. 




The Truth appears to haye been first brought into Seotland in the eecond contmy, 
chieflj by means of Christians driven by persecution from other countries. " Ttie ScoH 
Mitving in Chrlit" are mentioned about the year 431. These Chrietians were called 
Culdees, whoae chief seat was lona, and in whose church government there was no dis- 
tinction between an ordained Presbyter and a scriptural Bishop. While this simple 
formof Christianity was making rapid progress, Popery appeared, and gradually usurped 
the place of these Culdee Presbyters. Its night of darkness was long, yet during all this 
time the Lord had his witnesses in Scotland, for the tenets of the Culdees were preserved 
by the Lollards of Kyle, who appeared in 1494. In 1517, the Reformation commenced 
in Germany under Luther. About ten years aAer it extended to Scotland, and the 
first person who was honoured to carry the tidings of it, and to seal them with his blood, 
was Patbtce Hahiltox. This " gentle and gracious youth" studied abroad, and was 
a friend of Luther and Melancthon ; and at Wittembcrg learned the glorious truth of 
justification through the righteousness of Christ alone. At the age of twenty-three he 
returned to Scotland, and spread the knowledge of the truth. But his days wore few ; 
for the Popish priests never ceased to plot against him till he was condemned to die. 
The crimes with which ho was charged were such as these ; that he declared the " Pope 
is Antichrist," and " a man is not justified by his works, suppose he did all the work of 
men or angels; for good works do not make a man good, but a good man doeth good 
works." In the atlemoon of the very day on which his sentence was passed, the firo 
was kindled in front of the Old College of St Andrews ; and he expired in the flames, 
crying with a loud voice, " How long, O Lord, shall darkness overspread this realm! 
How long wilt thon sniTer this tyranny of men ! Lord Jeans, receive my spirit." 



8TRAIT0N OF LAUEISTON PBAYINO FOR STRENGTH TO OWN CHRIST. 




The death of Hamiltoii rather helped than retarded the came of the Iteformation, 
for taanj begam to inquire wbj he waa burnt, and what were the opiuiom which he held 
and had maintained to the death ; bo that, tot; Bopn after thu, other witneeses arofte. 
The King's own Coofeseor began to preach the doctrines of grace, and was driven into 
exile. At thin time a traneltition of the New Teatament speared, and was circulated 
with great indnetrj, one cop; snppljing aeveral fkmilies. Many eagerly sou^t it, and 
assembled at midnight when there were no enemies near, that thej might read it and 
hear it read. It is related of Datid Straiton of Lauriston, in the shire of Angus, who 
bad hitherto been notorious for his contempt of religion, that, after having been brought 
to the knowledge of the truth, he felt afraid to make known his change ; but one day 
having retired to the fields to hear the New Testament read to him, it ao happened that, 
in the eonne of reading, these words of onr Saviour occnrred, " He that is ashamed of 
me in this wicked generation, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed in the preaence 
of his Father and his angels." This so overwhelmed him, that he fell on his knees, 
and extending both his hands and visage earnestly to heaven, wrestled for strength to 
confess Jesus openly. " O Lord," he prayad, " I have been wicked, and justly mayst 
thou withdraw t^y grace from me ; but. Lord, for thy mercies' sake, let me never deny 
thee nor thy troth for fear of death or bodily pains." His prayer was heard, fbr 
being brought before the Bishops' Court, he refused to deny the truth, and was there- 
fore sentenced to be hanged and burnt. He was immediately carried prisoner to 
Holyrood in Edinburgh, and then, with another individual of the name of Norman 
OoDitnAT, burned to death at Oreenside, for no other cause than maintaining that 
" Christ alone is a sinner's righleoosness." This was in 1534. 



THE VICAR OF DOLLAR IN INCHCOLM. 




A few jean after, Thohas Fokrkbt, Vicar of Dollar, was conTerted when ipendiiig 
bis d&ya shut up in the small island of Inchcolm, in the Firth of Forth. A volume 
of the works of Augustine was the means of leading him to a knowledge of the truth. 
After perusing it, he applied himself to the reading of the Scriptures. Being appointed 
Vicar of Dollar, ho was there totj diligent in instructing hie people. Every morning 
he rose at eix, and committed to memory three chapters of the Bible, repeating them 
at night to hii servant. It was to hini that one of the ignorant and blaspheming 
Bishops said, " I thank God I never knew what either Old or New Testament was." 
His conduct did not long escape notice ; he was summoned to appear before Archbishop 
Beatoun ; accused of " shewing the mysteries of the Scriptures to the vulgar people in 
their own language ;" and aflcr a short examination, he was condemned to he burnt as 
an heretic. He and four others were burnt on one pile, on the CastlehiU of Edin- 
burgh, on the 28th February 1538. The succeeding year is memorable for the trial, 
condemnation, and death of Jerome Russel and Alexander Kennedy : — these youthibl 
martyrs were burnt at Glasgow 1539. About the same time, one Robekt Lahb and bis 
Wife, who resided in Perth, refused to pray to saints, or to any but Christ, and were, 
therefore, sentenced to die. On the way to execution, his wife said, " I wUI not bid 
thee farewell, for to-night we shall meet in the kingdom of heaven." He was hanged, 
and she was tied up in a sack and drowned. Not satisfied with these victims, Popish 
cruel^ cansed many to he imprisoned, banished, and fined, accusing them of practices 
equally commendable with those for which the befbre-mentioned witnesses had testified 
and suffered. The knowledge, however, of the Gospel in this dark age was confined to 
comparatively few ; the sufferers met with little sympathy — strong faith upheld them. 
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OEORQE WI8HART AT THE EAST GATE OF DUNDEE. 




In 1542, the Scottish Patliameut declared it lawful fbt nil to read the Scripturea in 
their own tongue. Soon the Bible la; on over; gentlemui'B table, and manj would 
coTTj it in their hands, and would dap their friends on the cheek with it, and taj, 
" This has lain hid under m; bed these ten jean — how often have I been in danger 
for this Book f" But this peace did not long continue. The next victim of persecution 
was the apostolic Gborob Wishabt. Ha was a brother of the lAird of Pitarrow, and 
having foond the truth, took up a school in Montrose, in order to spread it mora 
effectaally. On leaving Montrose, he came and lectured in Dundee ; but, being driven 
from that place, went to Ayr, where he began to preach the Gospel with great freedom 
and faithfulness. Having gone one Sabbath-day to Mauchline church, ho found that 
soldiers had in the night-time boen stationed thore to prevent hiTn preaching : the people 
would have entered hy force, but he prevented them, and preached in a moor, standing on 
a dike, the whole multitude round about him. " God gave the da; pleasant and hot," 
and he continued preaching more than three hours. Man; were awakened, and, among 
others, a proikne nian, the Laird of Shields, who declared his change with tears before 
them all. The plague breaking out in Dundee soon after he had left it, he returned, 
and preached a mcmoTable discourse on Psalm cvii. 20, standing at the East Gate, 
with the diseased on one side and the whole on the other. Having gone over to East- 
Lothian, he was taken, carried to St Andrews, and condemned to bo burnt. At the 
stake, he said, " For the true Gospel I die this da; with a glad heart ;" and pointing 
to Cardinal Beatoun, who sat feasting on the sight, foretold that ho would soon be as 
low as he. His last words were, " Father of heaven, I commend my spirit into th; 
hoi; hands." — 1546. 
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PILE OF STONES WHEHE WALTER MIL). WAS BURNT. 




Notwithstanding these cruelties, manj new preachen arose, and supplied the plaoe 
of tho»e who had been put to death. The inhabitants of Edinburgh, almoat in a body, 
reiolTed no longer to attend maaa, but to separate from the Church of Rome. The 
First Covenant waa subscribed at Kdinhnrgh bj the Lorda of the Congregation in 
1.557. But Popery was able to perpetrate one other act of cmelty in the martyrdom 
of WiiTKR Mill, Priest of Lunan, who hod left off saying mass in 1338. He was 
apprehended at Dysart, and sentenced to be burat at St Andrews, which used then to 
be called " ikt met ropolU of the kingdom of darkneee." Ho was grey with age. At the 
stake he said, " I am now eighty-two years old, and cotdd not lire long in the course 
of nature ; bat a hundred shall rise out of m; ashes, who shall scatter the persecutors 
of the people of God." After having prayed, he arose, and, standing upon the coals, 
said, " The cause for which I suffer this day, is not for any crime laid to mj charge, 
though I acknowledge myself a miaerablo sinner before God, but only for the defence 
of the truths of Jesus Christ set forth in the Old and New Testaments; therefore, as 
ye would escape eternal death, be no longer seduced with the lies of bishops, abbots, 
friars, monks, and the rest of that sect of Antichrist, but depend only upon Jesos 
Christ and his mercy, that yon may be delivered from condemnation." He was the 
last of the Martyrt in Scotland who suffered for protesting againtl Popery. The 
people raised a pile of stones over the spot where his body was burnt. This the Pa- 
pists often carried away and set a watch upon the spot, but it was always renewed, till 
they during night removed all the stones out of the people's reach. His death, which 
took place on the 28th of April 1558, proved in a manner the very death of Popery 
in Scotiaad, and confirmation to the work of Refonnation. 



JOHN KKOX I'BEACHING. 




Soon aAer appeared the great ScoUIbIi Refornier. Johk Khox wb£ bom in East- 
Lothian in 1505, and became the great tneona of eBtablishing the Protestant Reforma- 
tion and Preabjtcrian Church Oovemment in Sratlond. At the time when Cardinal 
Beatoun was murdered, ufler WUhort'a death, ho was sent to work in the French gal- 
lejB, for having been among the fuUowers of the truth in St Andrews. Afterwards 
ho found freedom in England, and preached there, till, on the death of Edward VI., h« 
retired to Geneva. There he bcoame the intimate friend of the renomied John Calvin. 
On hia returning to Scotland, the Lord made him the chief means of corrjing through 
the cause of the Reformation. In 1S60, being Minister of Edinburgh, be aided in 
drawing up the original Confeaaion of Faith and Books of Discipline. At this timo 
there was in that citj only one plow of worship, St Giles's, which, howerer, could hold 
3000 persons. Here Ejaoz preached to the dismay of the Popish faction, when tbey 
witnessed the immense multitude that attended his miuistij. Mis whole life was 
devoted to the cause of the Reformation, in endeavouring to free his country from tho 
ignorance and superstition of Popery, and to secure to it the blessings of liberty, edu- 
cation, and religion. He had the happiness of witnessing the First General Assembly 
of tho Church of Scotland in 1960, " to consult upon the things that were to forward 
Ood's glory." On his deathbed, ho declared, " Ood knoweth, I did never hate the 
persons of those men against whom I thundered God's judgments." He wrestled much 
in prayer for the troubled kirk of Ood, " despised by the world, but precious in God's 
sight." One of his lost sayings was, " Blessed is the death of those that have part in 
the death of Jraua !'' He died in peace in his own house in the High Street of Edin- 
burgh in 1573, and was buried in St GUea's church-yard, now the Parliament Square. 



ANDREW MELVILLE BEFORE THE KlNCl. 




At the death of Knoi the afFaira of the Kirk were In a. very disordered state. Hither- 
to, says a historian, " The Church of Scotland had contended chiefly for the honour 
of Christ in his prittlly and prophetical offices against the corruptions of Popery, now 
she was called to struggle for the glory of his rtgal office, as the King of Zion, against 
the encroachments of civil power and prelatic ambition." Fortunately, at this time 
appeared one who infused new spirit into the counsels of the Church, vit. Andrew 
Meltille, who, after studying for ten years abroad, retomed to SootUod in 1674. 
The Assembly appointed him Principal of Glasgow College ; and while there, he nar- 
rowly watched the encroachments of Episcopacy, protesting that " they were intended 
to pull the crown off Christ's head, and wrest the sceptre out of hia hands." On one 
occasion, being Bummoned liefore the King and his Councillors, to anawcr fur some 
treasonable speeches said to have been uttered by him in his sermons and prayers, 
he protested that all that ho had said was warranted by the Word of Ood, and de- 
clared " that they were too bold, in a constituted Christian Kirk, to pass by the pas- 
tors, and take upon themselves to judge the doctrine and controul the messengers of 
a greater than any present ;" at tho same time throwing down his Hebrew Bible, he 
inquired if any one present pretended to be able to explain the instructions given there. 
On another occasion, he told tho King, in a private interview — " Our commission is 
from the living Ood, to whom tho King is subject. There are two kihgdoms ; one is 
the kingdom of Christ, which is tho Chui«h, whose subject King James is, and of whose 
kingdom he is not a head, nor a lord, but a member." Mklvillb used always lu 
carry his Hebrew Bible in his belt. After being four years in confinement, he was 
banished to France, and died soon after at Sedan in 1622. 



JOHN DAVIDSON PREACHING TO THE ASSEMBLY. 




In coDKqnence of " llio Block Acts" poseed inMaj 1584, giving the King all pover 
in canseecivjl and eccloiisstical, and the violent proceduTe which followed, man j Minis- 
t«rt were compelled to leave their chargee ; and while matters were in thii unsettled 
stAte, the power of religion decayed in the Church. The General Asaemhlj enjoined 
the TarioQB PresbTteries of the Church, to use means to check the growing evil. The 
year 1596 became memarablo in the histoiy of the Church. Joiin Davidson, Minister 
of Preetonpans, was the chief mover in bringing forward an overtoTo for a general re- 
formation, and for renewing the Covenant ; he being Moderator of the General Asaembly 
that met at Edinburgh in that jcar. There were 400 Ministers present, many Elders 
and private Christians. AAer prajer, he caused the 33d and 34th chapters of Etekiel 
to be read, and discoursed upon them with much effect, shewing what was the end of 
their meeting, in confessing sin, and resolving to forsake it, and that thoj should turn 
to the Lord and enter into a new loagne and covenant with him. In tliis ho was 
greatly assisted, and there was such an outpouring of the Spirit, that all present, Minis- 
ters and Elders, were in tears, under a sense of sin, so that the place was compared to 
Bochim ; the very church resounded with the voice of their weeping. Before sepa- 
rating, the; held up their right hands, and entered into a new league and covenant 
with God, with tears in their eyes, — an awful solemnity resting on all who were present. 
This was the same year wherein the Synod of Fife, while Jambs Mblvillb was 
preaching, gave vent to their feelings in sobs and tears, trembling nnder the awful 
sense of their sins in the misuse of their office aa Ministers, and for fear of the blood 
of so many souls committed to their charge. Many then protested that they would 
walk more warily in their ways, and be more diligent in their diarges. 



JOHN WELSH PBAYINO IN THE CHURCH OF AYR. 




About tbU period the King waa doing all in his power to reduce the Church of Scot- 
land to the model of the Engliab. He endeavoured to wreet her liberties from her fay 
attempting to alter the constitution of her Agsembliea, ratified bj Act of Parliament. 
Among the faithful Miniilers who resisted these encroachments, John Wblbh was the 
moit remarkable ; indeed, he was one of the most useful end holy ministers that ever 
lived in Scotland. At Ajr, where he was settled l.'iOO, he found the people sunk so 
low, that the; fought openly in the streets. Ofttimcs he hud to go between them, 
with a helmet on his head, to separate them. But soon the Spirit of the Lord changed 
the appearance of the town. Welsh spent whole days of prayer and fasting for his 
people in the church of Ayr, wrestling with Cod alone. Often during the night he 
rote to pray, keeping his plaid fay his bedside to be ready, and said "he wondered 
how a Christian could lie all night without prayer." He generally speut eight hours 
a-day in thb holy wrestling with God. Some of his people were nearly as devoted 
OS himself, especially two of his elders, John Stuart, and Hugh Kennedy, the Provost 
of the town. On the introduction of Episcopacy, he was imprisoned in Blackness, for 
maintaining that " Chri»t U llie Head of the Church, and that the Church ii fret in 
1%tr goverHtnent from all other jurUtiietiona except ChrUl'a." " Vi'e are waiting," ho 
Mid, " with joyfulness to give the last testimony of our blood in confirmation thereof." 
On being banished to France, he and others took sliip at Leith, and though it was two 
o'clock in the morning, many were waiting with their afflicted families to bid them 
ftreweU, On the shore they prayed and sang Psalm xxiii. He was much blessed in 
France, where he soon learned the language to be oble to preach. He died full of joy, 
crying, " Lord, hold thy bond ; thy servant ia a clay vessel, and can hold no more." 
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PEOPLE BEPAIRING TO DAVID DICKSON'S LECTURE. 




Among thoM who witnessed ^jainrt Prelaey were to be found nil those fiuthAil 
MiniBterH whose Utnurs were greatlj bleesed. One of these, Datid Dickson, was 
aiagnlarlj honoured : he was settled at Irrine in 1618, but, through the rsge of the 
Bishops, was verf shortJj after banished to Turriff; in 1623 he was restoied to his 
people, and continued till 1630. His ministrj was so remarkably blessed, that all 
along the Stewarton Water, soula seemed to be awakened, and grow up " like wOlows 
by the water courses." This was greatly carried on by his weekly lectures on Mon- 
days, to which crowds came from the country, it being the market-day. Oo Sabbaths, 
there were of^en scores of people in distress of mind waiting to speak with him in the 
manse in the evening. Many even came to reside in Irvine that they might be under 
the droppings of his ministry. Yet such was his high standard of success, that he 
used to say, that the vintage of Irvine was not equal to the gleanings of Ayr in Mr 
Welsh's time. In the beginning of 1662 he was interrupted in his holy work, called 
before the High Commission, and turned ont of his charge because be would not con- 
form to Episcopacy. When asked by Livingstone, who went to see him as he lay 
dying, what were hia thoughts of the present state of affairs, and how it was with him- 
self, he answered, " That he was sure Jesus Christ would not put up with the indig- 
nities done to his work and people ; and as for 'myself," he said, " I am not a rebel ; 
I otiey the King in all things, in the Lord." It was he who sud on his deathbed, " I 
have taken all mj good deeds and all my bad, and have cast them together in a 
heap before the Lord, and have fled from both to Jeses Christ, and in him I have sweet 
peace." He wrote the beautiful hymn, " mother dear, Jerusalem, when shall 1 
come to thee ?" He died December 1662, upwards of seventy years of age. 



JOHN I.IVlN(iSTl).NE AT THi; KIltK OF SlIOTTS. 




Another eminent witness wu John Livinobtonb, who was rcmu-kably owned of Qod 
when onl^ a preacher, and not jet otdaised. For, in 1630, on a Monday after the Com- 
munion, in the chnich-yord of the Kirk of Shottt, afler a night spent in prajer, while 
preachingonEzekielsxxvi. 25,26, there was such an outpouring of the Spirit, that 500 
personi dated their cODTenion from that daj. Afterwards, in Ireland, on another Mon- 
day after a Communion at Holjwood, there waa such an outpouring of the Spirit, that 
1000 persona were either converted or remarkablj confirmed. He had spent the pre- 
ceding night in prayer with a few godly friends. He was, shortly afler this, present 
at Lanark, his father's parish, when the Covenant was read and sworn by minister, 
elders, and people ; and there he saw such emotions of the Spirit of God as he had seen 
at the Kirlc of Shotts, — thousandt of persons all at once lifting up their hands, and 
tears falling from their eyes, while with one heart they gave themselves to the Lord. 
Being settled at Ancrum, he was much blessed. While labouring night and day for 
souls, ho at the same time was willing to suffer the loss of all things in maintaining 
the doctrine of Christ's Headship in his Church, remarking, in regard to the cantions- 
ness of the lukewarm, " That there never was a controversy since the beginning of the 
world, even touching the most momentous truths, that was not counted a small thing 
while it was an occasion of trial." He was summoned to appear before the Council, 
and required to acknowledge the King's supremacy in matters ecclesiastical. This he 
refused to do, for which he was banished to Rotterdam, where he continued tUl death. 
Some of his last words were, " I die in the faith, that the truth which Qod has helped 
the Church of Scotland to own, will be owned by him as truths as long as sun and moon 
endure." " If ever my heart was lifted up, it was in preochmg Jesus Christ." 
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SAMUEL RUTHERFORD IN ABERDEEN. 



None, howBTer, occnpied a more prominent place than Samitbl RuTHSBromii. both u 
a man of learning and a faithful shepherd of souls. He waa bom at Niibet in Ros- 
burghihire, and very early in life wai elected a Professor in the Univereity of Edln- 
bnrgh; bnt this office he thortlj reaigned. Some time after, he became Minister of An- 
woth in ClaUowaj, and hare he labonred with great diligence and socceM, rising ainally 
at three in the morning, and passing all the daj in reading, studying, praying, and 
visiting his people. Some of his writings were ao learned and powerful, that they pro- 
Tohed the Bishops to call him before the High Commission in 1630, by whom he was 
exiled to Aberdeen. So great was his affection to his flock, that often in his letters, 
he speais of envying the sparrows that have leave to visit the kirk of Anwoth. His 
place of imprisonment became a palac« ; he was full of the love of Christ. It is said 
that he often fell asleep in bed talking of Christ. He has left this testimony — "I know 
no sweeter way to heaven than through free gnice and hard triab together." On his 
deathbed he declared, in reference to a book that had been burned because it stated Ihe 
eataet of Qod's utrath, " I would not have had a hand in burning that book for a thou- 
sand worlds." When Mr Blair asked him if he would give thanks to God for him, he 
exclaimed, " for a well-tuned harp !" And to another, he said, " The port I would be 
in at, is redemption and forgiveness of sins through the blood of Jesus. Now Istand at 
the best pass ever man did ; Christ is mine, and I am his." His last words were, 
" dory, glory diveUeth in Emmanuel's land." It b said that when, as he lay dying, 
he was summoned before the Parliament, he rose Dp and taid, '' TeU them I have got 
a lummone already before a snperior Judge, and I behove to answer it, and ere yonr 
day arrive I will be where few Kings and great folks come," He died 1616. 



JANET (JEDDKS. 




The ChuTch of Scotland wu now (1634) on the eve of her monj eore and grievous 
tTODbtea. Cbarlas the First, who, in the true spirit of deapotinn, held that the king 
wtu superior to all law, civil or ecclesiastical, determined to reduce the Kirk of Scot- 
land to a conformity with the Church of England, and ruin Preshyterianism. For this 
purpose, the Bishops wero ordered lo frame a Prayer -book for the use of the church, 
and a book of Canons for its government, Wlion this was knovm, the greatest agita- 
tion prevailed amongst the people, and though thepublLc voice was loudly raised against 
this innovation, the canons were ordered to be imposed by regal and episcopal authority, 
without consent of Parliament or General Assembly, From that moment commenced 
those commotions in the Church, which " changed its testimony from a passive to an active 
•tate." On the 23d July 1637, the new service was performed in the Greyfriars' Churoh 
and St Giles' Cathedral, The greatest crowd resorted to the Cathedral. All was quiet 
till the Dean of Edinburgh began to read the service, when, at some words which dia- 
guated Janet Geddes, an old woman, she started up, and seizing the stool upon which 
she had been sitting, threw it at the desk, exclaiming, " Villain, dost thmi my mai* 
at my lug ?" Some sitting near followed her eiample, till the whole church was in 
jUi Qproar ; and the Dean, obliged to leave the desk along with the Bishop, was chased 
from the Cathedral by a handful of women. The intelligence of the disturbance spread 
throughout the country, and many were stirred up to resist this fearful change in 
" Ood'i puhtick iDOrfbip." The people of Scotland were roused, and looked upon the 
introduction of the service-book as a plot to ro-in(roduco the Popish ceremonies. 
Their principle was that, in matters of religion, they could recognise no lawgiver but 
God ; and they determined to defend their purity of worship and freedom of government. 



SIGNINU OF THK COVKKA.VT 




The tumult in St Giles's was the coinmencenient of miinj troubles in Churcli and 
State. The leaders of the PresbjterUna seeing that a criab was at hand, called 
tt^ther the noblemen, gentlemen of rank, and otben favourable to their cause, and 
after mach prnyerful deliberation, resolved to renew the old covenant, as they looked 
upon the Tiolation of it to be the cause of all the evils which were coming upon them. 
Accordingly the first day of March was appointed for that purpose. On that day, 
no less than 60,000 Presbyterians crowded the town, and mot in the Greyfrion' 
Church-yard. ARer solemn servicea and prayer, the Covenant waa read " out of a 
fair parchment, about an ell square." There waa silence, still as death. Then the 
venerable Earl of ScTHERLANn stepped forward and put the first name to it : others 
followed. For the convenience of the multitude it was spread on a flat gravestone. 
Many in addition to their name wrote '' till death ;" and some signed it with their 
blood. The immense sheet was soon filled to the very edge. All lifted up their right 
hands at once, and, with tears and praycn, swore, in their own and their children's 
name, to abide by it for ever. The enormous crowd separated, and not one single word 
disturbed the peace of the town af^r night-fall. Thus was the Solemn League and 
Covenant signed, on hearing of which, the prelates were thimderstruck, and declared, 
" All we have been doing for these last thirty years is at onco thrown down." Various 
plans were tried by the king to induce the people of Scotland to renounce the Covenant. 
One of these was the summoning a " free General Assembly." This famous Assembly, 
of which Alexander Henderson was Moderator, met at Glasgow in 1633, and sat for 
twenty-six days ; but instead of being swayed by the king, nobly asserted the sole head- 
ship of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Presbyterian government of the Church. 



WELSH EJECTED FROM IKONOEAY. 




This enraged the king, who vow resolved to march against the CovenanterB, as all 
who bad subscribed the Covenant were called. The Corenanters accordinglj prepared 
to defend themselves, and In lf>39, rose to arms. Their armj met at Donse Law. In 
the tenU, you could hear some singing psalms; others praying; others reading the Scrijp- 
tares. Every company had flying at the captain's tent-door, the colours with the Scot- 
tish arms, and the words, " For Chritt'i Crown and Covenant." They BQOceeded in 
averting that danger; but the days of the Commonwealth, and the restoration of 
Charles II., brought on new disasters. The sorest days of trial b^^ in 1661. The 
MARQDia of ARQTI.E wos the first martyr for the truth since the days of Popery, Ho 
foresaw the storm, and testified in prison, " You who are ministers, will either sofier 
much or sin much." James Quthbie, son to the Laird of Outbrie, a very learned and 
holy man, was the neit. On the ladder, he spoke as composedly as if he had been 
preaching to his people. When about to be turned over, be lifted up the napUnfrom 
his face, and cried, " The Covenants, the Covenants, shall be Scotland's reviving !" 
Very soon after this, at the mere will of the king. Episcopacy was established. All 
acts in favour of Presbytery were rescinded ; Patronage was restored, to be a dead- 
weight upon the Church ; and all ministers who would not conform, and who would not 
receive ordination from the Bishops, were ejected from their parishes. Nearly 400 
churches were shut up in one day. Among those who were ejected was John Wblsb, 
Minister at Irongray. When ho was apprehended, his whole parish assembled around 
him, clung to him on all sides, and refused to part. They followed him to the Water 
of Cluden, where, after prayer, Mr Welsh mounted his horse and rode quickly away, 
the people running after hira, and rending the air with their cries. 



BLACKADDEH'S CHILDREN EJECTED FROM THE MANSE. 




Another of the faithful miniBterg who wa« ejected from his church for nuuntaining 
" Chriti't right to ruU in hU own hoiue," was John Blackadder of Troqueer. After 
receiring the order to quit, he spent the week in comforting his pariahionera. On 
Saturday, he took his leave of them to seek a place of safety. Next day, the Boldiers 
attacked the manse in quest of him, and behaved irith great insolence to his wife and 
joiing family. One of his sons, then a child, narrates what happened : — ■" A party of 
the king's life-guard of horse, came from Dumfries to Troqueer to search for and appre- 
hend my father, for what occasion I know not ; whether he stayed beyond the set day 
for transporting himselfandnumerousfamily of small children ten miles from his parish 
church ; or becauso he was of the number of those who refused to observe the 29th of 
May. So soon as the above party entered the close, and came into the house, cursing 
and swearing, we, that were children, were frightened out of our little wits, and ran up 
stairs, and I among them; who, when I heard them all roaring in the room below, had 
the childish curiosity to get down upon my belly, and i)cep through a hole in the floor, 
to see what monsters of creatures they were ; and it seems they were monsters indeed 
for cruelty ; forone of them perceiving what I was doing, immediately drew his sword, 
and thrust it up, with all his force, where I was peeping, so that the mark of the point 
was scarce an inch from the hole, though no thanks to the murdering ruflian, who de- 
signed to run it up through my eye. Immediately after, we were forced to pack up, 
bag and baggage, and to remove to Glencaim, ten miles from Troqueer. We who were 
children were put into cadgers' creels, where one of us cried out coming through the Brig- 
end of Dumfries, ' I'm banish't, I'm banish't.' One happened to ask, ' Who has 
banish't ye, my bairn ?' he answered, ' Byte-the-sheep (the Bishop) has banish't me.' " 



M'KAIL TORTURED WITH THE BOOTS. 




Monj were the aafferore after this that resUted unto blood for Christ's prerogative, 
and the independence of hia Church. Lord Wakbiston and Bailf:v of Jerviswood 
freely gave up their lives for this holy cause. But none excited more intense compa«- 
lion than Hvoh M'Kail. He was young, amiable, comely, accompliBhed, and led a 
holy life. On the very day the ministers were ejected from their churches, M'Kail 
preached his lost sermon. The infamous Archbishop Sharp, irritated by some of his 
faithful words on that occasion, sent a troop of horsemen to apprehend him, but he 
escaped for that time and took refiige in Holland, where he remained for four years. 
On hia return to his native country in 1666, the year in which the rising at Pentland 
took place, he found aflairs much worse, and was therefore obliged to live retired at 
his father's house ; but though secluded from the world, he was not idle^the sheep- 
walks and valleys were his resort for prayer — he wept much for his country. About this 
time, the troubles broke out in the west of Scotland, upuu bearing of which, M'Kail 
joined himself to those who had risen in defence of Preabytcrianism. Being of a ten- 
der constitution, however, he was unable to continue long with them, and therefore re- 
solved to return home, but on his way, he was seized by some horsemen at the Braid 
CraJgs, and carried prisoner to Edinburgh. Being brought before the Council, he was 
accused of rebellion, and for the purpose of extorting inform at ion^rom him, and making 
him become his own accuser, the executioner was called in, and ordered to apply the 
torture of the boots. Blow afler blow was given — wedge after wedge waa driven in, 
till the bone was shattered. His Christian fortitude, however, remained unshaken, and 
he solemnly protested, that he could say no more, even though all the joints in his body 
were in as great pain as his poor limb. 



M'KAIL'S EXECUTION. 




After hit torture, M'KaJl was carried bock to prison, and BOon aDer condeninod to 
die. At supper the nigbt before his dcatb, while reading tbe 16th Psalm, he said, " If 
there was any thing in tbe world to b« unwillingly lefl, it was reading the ScriptureB." 
He told them big persuasion that hia Bufferings would da more hurt to the Prelates, and 
be more edifying to the people of God, than if he were to continue twenty years in the 
ministry. He ascended tbe ladder saying, " Every step of tliis ladder is a degree 
nearer heaven." An immense crowd had uiisemblcd ; every window and all tbe streets 
were filled with people, and scarcely a dry check was to be seen in all the multitude- 
Hearing the people weep, he said, " Your work is not to weep, but to pray ; and that 
you may know the ground of my confidence, and what my hope is, I will read you the 

last chapter of the Bible." Having read it, be said, "Here is the glory that is to 

bo revealed to me ; a puro rirer of the water of life ; the throne of God, and of the 
Lamb, where his servants ser^'o him, and see hia face, having bis name written on their 
foreheads ; the Lord also giveth them light, and they reign with him for ever and ever. 
Hero also is my access ; ' Let him that is athirat como ; and whosoever will, lot him 
come, and take of the water of life freely.' But this is not all : here is my welcome ; 
' The Spirit and the Bride say, Come.' " And with the rope round his neck, he said : 
'' And now I Icnvo off for to B]H!ak any more with creatures, and begin my intercourse 
with God, which shall never be broken off. Farewell, father and mother, friends and 
relations ; farewell, world and all delights ; farewell, meat and drink ; furewell, sun, 
moon, and stars ! Welcome. God and Father ; welcome, sivcet Jesus Christ. Ihe Me- 
diator of the New Covenant ; welcome, blessed Spirit of Gi«l and God of all consola- 
tion 1 welcome glory ; welcome eternal life ; and welcome death !" 



COVENANTERS' COMMUNION. 




Ardibuhop Sharp fleroelj urged on eveij cruel meaaure, tiU the awori was plunged 
into hia own heart. Hu mnrdaT, however, heated the furnace. Every jear some new 
measure of opprewion and bloodshed waa enforced. The Highland Host waa brought 
down on the worn-out remnant in 1678; and the unfortunate battle of Bothwell Bridge 
in 1679, gave pretext for greater BOveritieB than ever. Yet atill a "holy aeed" waa 
in the land ; multitudes, amidst pereecutiou and contempt, dared to follow thoco who 
went forth to the moors and the mountaina preaching the ererlaating gospel. Fines, im- 
priaonment, tortures, and death, were each in their turn employed, yet the spirit of the 
Covenanters remained unbroken. They took joyfully the spoiling of their goods. They 
met in the lone glen, or on the wild moor, by day and by night, that they might listen 
to the truth of Qod f^m the lips of thoae by whom they believed it was best taught. 
They had their seasona of communion also ; though their passover waa indeed eaten in 
haate ; for the watcbea sat on the neighbouring heights to give the alarm if the per- 
secutors came in aight. Yet these were times of great refreshing : multitudes were 
pricked to the heart. It seemed as if Qod had touched the lipa of the Ministers with a 
live coal from his altar. One who was often at these communions, says, " Though our 
vows were not offered within the courts of Ood's house, they wanted not sincerity of 
heart, which is better than the reverence of sanctuaries : we offered up our gratitude, 
and sung with a joyful voice to the Rock of our salvation," The melody moat fre- 
quently used in singing their psalms was that called " TI14 Martyn ;" and in some 
parts of Scotland, this tune has been handed down by a rude rhyme, — 

- This WM the tune the mnrtyn lann, "hen thoy were gaer tt- Av: 

When at thp gnlloos tree they ttnod, their Ood to glorlflc." 



CAMERON AT AIRSMUSS. 



Few took a more pTominent part in the conMndingB of the covenanted Church of 
Scotland than Richard Cambbon. Ho was once Bchoc^master in Falkland under m 
curate ; but being awakened to a icnse of hia lost condition at the field-preachinga of 
the outlawed ministers, he gave up all for ChriBt. He studied and was ordained to 
the ministry in Holland, and when be returned to Scotland sided with tho«e who were 
protesting at the hazard of their lives against Episcopacj, and against the Indulgences. 
He was much bleased in his ministry, — " preaching as never sure to preach again." 
He and his followers carried artos for self-defeuce. Thej were attacked at Airsmoss 
one afternoon, when thej were resting themselves. On seeing the enemy approach, 
Cameron collected all bia followers around him, and uttered a short prayer, in which he 
repeated this expression thrice over, " Lord, spare the green, and take the ripe." 
When ended, he said to his brother, " Come, let us fight it out to the last ; for this is 
the day that I have longed for, and the day that I have prayed for ; to die fighting 
against our Lord's avowed enemies : this is the day that we wUl get the crown," They 
were overpowered by superior numbers, and Cameron was killed on the spot. The 
enemy wished to take him prisoner, and put him to an ignominious death ; but being 
foiled in this, they cut off bia head and hands, and carried them upon a halbert to Edin- 
bui^h. His father being in prison for the same gbrious cauae, they carried them to 
him, and barbarously inquired if he knew them. He took them up, and kissing them, 
said, " I know them, they are ray son's. Good is the will of the Lord, who cannot 
wrong me or mine." Tbey were then fixed on one of the gates of the city, the hands 
resting on the head, with the fingers upwards, as if in the posture of prayer. This 



PEDEN AT THE (IRAVE OF CAMERON. 




Cameron's headless bod; was thrown into a, hole in Airtmoss, and there upon a 
green hillock doet a simple tombstone mark hie grave. To this spot a little afterwards 
did Pedeh, one of Cameron's dearest triends, repair. Harassed and vexed with personal 
sufferings, ho sat down hj the grave, and meeklj raising his ejes to Heaven, prajed, 
" to be wi' Ritchie t" Men were weary of their lives in those awful days, and none 
had a greater share of trouble than Peden himself. Aiter being three jears at New 
Glenluce in Galloway, ho was obliged to leave his pariah. It was a weeping day in 
that Icirk, the people could not contain tlieiuselves, sorrowing most of all that they ehould 
never see his face in that pulpit again, lie continued preaching till night, and when he 
closed the pulpil^door after him, he knocked upon it three times with hii Bible, saying, 
" 1 arrest thee in my Master's name, that none ever enter thee but snch as come in by 
the right door." AAer leaving his parish he went about the country. He could seldom 
be prevailed upon to preach : bis answer always was, " Pray much ; it is praying folk that 
will get through the storm. There are sore days coming upon Scotland, and my heart 
trembles to think what is coming upon the backsliding, soul-murdering Ministers of 
Scotland. Great ca'ise there ia to fear that God is about to give his vineyard to another 
nation — to better husbandmen, that will give him better fruit than the Ministers of 
Scotland have done. O Scotland ! that any of thy ministers should have consented to 
take Christ's crown off his head." When Peden found himself dying, he asked bis 
friends to take his body and bury it at Airemosj beside Ritchie (meaning Cameron), 
that he might get rest in his grave, for he had got none in his life. Peden was believed 
to possess the spirit of prophecy. These were times when the weight of raisety gave a 
deeply solemn tone to many, and made them speak as men looking within the vail. 



CATIGILI, PllEACHLNO. 




After the death of Cajneron, Mr Donald CiIR<iill was for a time the onlj minister 
vho ventuied to preach in the fields. Me was born in the parish of Rattraj, about the 
jear 1610. After a long spiritual conflict, he resolved to enter the ministry, and being 
licenwd, he obttuned a call t« the Baronj Church in Glasgow. This charge, however, 
he was soon obliged to leave, and betake himself to the fields. The rage of his perse - 
cutors was directed against him during his whole life ; but, fearless of danger, he went 
about from place to place preaching the gospel. He preached much about Lanarkshire 
ami its vicinity. Once being disappointed in regard to the place of meeting, he walked 
over Tinto Hill on a Sabbath morning in the boat of smnmer, to meet his people, and 
hod JDSt time to lake the onlj refreshment he had got that day — a drink of water from 
a stream, handed to him in an old man's blue bonnet. Thus simply refreshed he 
preached all day, and in the course of his sermon gave a most weary look to Tinto Hill, 
crying, " He feared many places of Scotland would yet be as waste as that dreaiy hill." 
The last time ha preached was in Dunsyre Common. The next morning he was seized 
at Covington Mill, and carried to Edinburgh, where he was sentenced to be executed. 
In his testimony he declared, " I have followed holiness, I have taught the truth, and / 
have been niost >n main thingi," " I am a Christian, a Protestant, a Presbyterian, and 
I die protesting against Popery, Prelacy, Erastianism, and all manner of defection from 
the word of Ood, and against all who make not the Scriptures their rule." He said on the 
BcafiTold, in the full assurance of faith and hope, " I am no more afraid of death and hell, 
than if I had never had a sin ; for all my sins are freely pardoned and washed thoroughly 
away, through the precious blood of Jesus Christ." Cargill was specially obnoiious to 
the persecutors for having excommunicated the King and his priiici|>al officers in 1680. 



FOUR YOUNU MEN IN THE FIELDS. 




Among the Yonng Men of Scotland, Ood had not a few witneases In thoae daji. On 
one oocasion four young men were found asleep in the fields, in the pariah of Cloee- 
bum, &nd carried off to Edinburgh. A law had been lately made, that sentence of 
death should henceforth be carried into effect three hours aRer being passed. This 
fate awaited three of these young men, viz. Thohas Habknees, who was under thirty ; 
Andrew Clerk, who was nineteen ; and Janes M'Ewbn, who was only seventeen. 
They were condemned for not owning the king's authority. They wrote from prison — 
" If we bad a hundred lives, we would willingly quit with tliem all for the truth of 
Christ. Glorious news ! Christ is no worse than he promised. Uim that overcometh 
will I make a pillar in the Temple of my Ood. Our time is short, having got our 
sentence at one o'clock in the afternoon, and being to die at five." Soon after, a lad 
of about eighteen, Oabriel Temple, was subjected to the thumbikins for five hours, till 
they had fearfully crushed all the bones, and then executed about evening, Archibald 
Alison and John Mau:olm were executed in the Graasmarket, '' J enter my protesta- 
tion," taid the former of these martyrs in his dying speech, " before the Judge of all, 
before whom I am to appear in a little time, against aJl the encroachments made upon 
the prerogatives of our Lord Jesus Christ, particularly against popery and prelacy; and 
against all supremacy that is contrary to the word of God— against erostianism, the in- 
dulgences, and the silence of watchmen at this day in not giving faithful warning." 
John Malcolh having expressed similar sentiments, added, " All the troopers and 
dragoons in the three kingdoms will never get that fire of love tliat is kindled in the 
breasts of some in this country- quenrhed. The fatiicrs will be lulling the children of it 
when they arc old men, saying. It was then that I got the seal of Ood upon my soul." 



WOMEN nKOWNED AT THE STAKK. 




Han; women, too, won the m&rtfr'e crown In those da^. In 1681, Isabel Alison 
and Makion Haktib were executed in Edinburgh together. The former, a native of 
Perth, at her trial told the judges, " I would not quit one truth though it should pur- 
chaio mj life a thousand jears." " I bless the Lord that ever he gave nie a life to 
laj down for his name." Marioa Harvie was from BoiTowstannes»,& girl under twenty. 
She herself decUred, " At fourteen or fifteen, I was a hearer of the curates, and while I 
was a hearer of them, I was a swearer, a blasphemer, and a chapter of the Bible was a 
buHen to me." " O free love I 1 am made to consider what it was that made Him 
take a blasphemer to witness for Mia truth. O well ia me! that evor He let me know 
that His love is better than life," Two others, in 1684, wore put to death at Wigton, 
in Oslloway, Maboabet M'Laucblan, a widow of siitj-three, and youug Margabet 
WiLBOH, who wa» onlj eighteen. One day both the widow and her young friend were 
seized while at prayer together, and were sentenced to die, by being fastened to stakes 
under Bea-mark, andkept theretiU thewafercameoverthem. On thedaj of execution, 
Margaret M'Lauchlan was first fixed to the stake and drowned, as the sea gradually 
advanced, and thb was done before the eyes of young Margaret Wilson, with a view 
to terrify her into compliance. But the calmly looked on and said, " What do I see 
but Christ in one of his members wrestling there 1" She thus continued praying till the 
waters had gone over her head ; before she was dead, they look her out, and, when able 
to speak, offered ber the oath of Supremacy again. But she refused as firmly as before, 
•aying, "I am one of Christ's children, let me go." The soldiers then thrust her again 
into the aea, and she expired, finishing her course with joy. Their eolecrime was, that 
they would not own the King to be supreme in spiritual mallen, as he was in dvil. 



ANDREW HISLOP SHOT BY CLAVERHOUSE. 




During tbe iayi of peraecntion, tbe Covenanters were aubjected to all manner of 
crneltiea. In Cambuenethan, one Arthur Inglis wm reading his Bible in a furrow of the 
field ; the soldiers instantly shot him, iueieting he must be & rebel, since he read his 
Bible. Sometimes lighted matches were put between their fingers, causing exquisite 
pain, to toitx them to confess ; and this was done to get serranis to confess regarding 
their masters, or even the wife regarding her husband. At other times, to get infor- 
mation, thej threatened little children that they would roast them alive; or they set 
them at a distance, and fired muikets over thoir heads. Above all, the boot and the 
thumbikin, one an instrument for squeezing the leg, the other the thumba, were in con- 
stant use. Some got their ears crept ; others were burnt on the cheek. The Secr&- 
tary of the Duke of Ai^le, with a view to bring information out of him, was kept 
ught or nine days and nights from closing his eyes, by a guard of soldiers. James 
Casris got his ears crept, and then was sent as a slave to Jamaica. Many women were 
■oonrged. A vast number were banished to tbe plantations to work as slaves ; about 
200 were drowned on their voyage. No less than 498 perished in cold blood without 
trial. But the Spirit of glory and of Ood rested upon them. One man shot in the 
fields, raised his dying voice, and cried, " Though every hdr of my head was a man, 
I would die all these deaths for Christ and his cause." One Andbew Hislop was seized 
by the bloody Claverhouse, and ordered to be shot. When the soldiers were ready to 
fire, they desired Hislop to draw his bonnet over his eyes ; but he, raising it higher on 
ida dauntless brow, and stretching out his band, in which he held his Bible, declared 
tiiat he had said nothing of which he was ashamed, and could look them in the face 
without fear. He then received the contents of their muskets in his body. 



THE BASS BOCK. 




The Bam, a Iiigh rock in the Firth of Forth, near the coast of East Lothian, was a 
well-known prison for the BufFcrers : hut contrarj to the wish of their persecutors, " the 
top of the rock was to many a. Peniel, where God's face wa* in some measare seen." 
Upon this rock, many of the Church of Scotland's most pious ministers endured the 
severest misery. Immured in close and dark tlungeons, they seldom saw the light 
of day. One who was confined there, describea it as " a cold, unwholesome prison, the 
rooms or cells ordinarily so full of smoke, that the prisoners were obliged to thrust 
their heads out to recover hroath." Several times, he says, we were sorely put to it 
for want of victuals for ten or twelve days together, the boats not daring to venture 
out to the rock by reason of stormy weather. Among others who were imprisoned here, 
were Alexander Peden, John Blackadder, James Fraser of Brea, and Thomas Uog of 
Eilteam. During their confinement, these devoted men were constantly employed in 
sacred duties. They felt keenly their separation ftom their families and Rocks. Fraser 
of Brea writes to a friend, " It could not but be sad to me and my bretfaren, to think 
that we were cast out of the vineyard and become useless, our commission taken from 
UB : we could not glorify God as wo had once done. The very comfort of worshipping 
together was denied, or if given, was made the occasion of mockery and insult. But 
our soula prospered, for our faith and patience were eiorcised. and the love of God was 
made sweet to us." In these days, the judgments that befell persecutors and apoElates 
tended to strengthen the faithful. Among the few persons whom these many trials 
sent from their stedfastness, there was one with a running sorc in his hand and knee. 
This seemed to bring him to a sense of guilt ; and often herriodon his sick-bed, " This 
is the band that I lifted up to take the test, and this is the knee I bowed.' 



DUNOTTAR CASTLE. 




Duttottar Castle, od the coast of Kincardineshire, was abo a well-known pruon for 
the Witneflsea for the Truth. On th'a plare, daring the persecution, manj hundied 
prboners endured the most fearful privations. At one time there were about two hun- 
dred and forty pomons crowded into two rooms of this prison, where they continued 
two days and tno nights, having nothing allowed them for their support, and many of 
them not even permitted to buy bread or water with thoir own money. At another 
time about one hundied and fifty persons wero thrust into a dark vault under ground, 
which had only a small window towards the sea. It was full of mire, ancle-deep, and 
in this dreadful plsco they were kept the whole of the summer, scarcely having room , 
either to sit down or walk about ; and this place had no air, except through a small 
crevic« . in the wall, near which the prisoners used to lie down bj turns, that they 
might catch a breath of the fresh breeze. Here for a time they dragged out a miser- 
able existence, without any comfort save what they had in fellowship with God and his 
Son Jesus Christ. A contagious disorder broke out amongst them, and many fell a 
prey to it. Heduced to desperation by the diabolical cruelty exennsed towards them, 
some of the prisoners attempted one night to escape. Some did escqn ; others were 
discovered, and met with the moat iTihiiiiis.ii treatment. Laid upon their backs with 
their hands bound together, a burning match was put between each finger, and con- 
stantly kept in flame for the space of three hours. Under the torture many died, the 
rest -were disabled for life. This treatment at last awoke feelings of compassion in 
the breasts of some of the Council, and orders were given to remove the prisoners. But 
they were sentenced to be baniehed to the plantations, the men having their ears cut 
off, the women their cheeks branded. They were made a spectacle to angeb and to men. 



JOHN BROWN OF PRIE9THILL. 




Wlien many were suffering unheard-of cruelties on the Bu* and in Dunottar, the 
bloody Qrahame of ClaverhouM was hanting the oonntrj for what he called " tht BS>le 
m^n." So great was the enmitj of Cl&TerhoDse to the Covenanters, that be was wont to 
engage in his service individuals who feigned themselves to be piou» and friendly to the 
PresbyteTian cause, and by thU means discovered the place to which they had retreated. 
One of his most atrocious deeds was the mordering of Jobn Brown of Prieethill, in 
the parish of Huirkirk. Brown was by profession a carrier, and used to be called 
the " Christian Carrier," from his integrity and piety. One morning he had con- 
cluded family worship between five and six, and was going out to his work, when three 
troops of horse met him, with the bloody Claverhouse at their head. They carried 
him back to his house and bode him pray, for he must immediately die. Hii wife mean- 
while came out with an infant in her arras, and a little girl trembling by her side. 
His prayer affected the troopers, but their leader was stung to madness, and scarcely 
allowing him to bid farewell to his wife, gave orders to fire. The men hmig back, till 
Claverhouse snatched a. pistol from his bolt, shot him through the head, barbarously 
asking hia wife, " What she thought of her husband now?" She replied, " I ever 
thought muckle good of him, but now more than ever." As thoy rode away, she sot 
down her little infant on the ground, gathered up the scattered brains, and covered the 
dead body with her plaid ; then drew the two children to her again, and with bitter 
tears poured out her heart to God over the mangled body. This took place in 16S5. 
Many lamented the death of the pious Brown, and none more than the children who 
were wont to gather round him on the Sabbath evenings. John Brown's meeting of 
children is the first notice we have of a Sabbath school in Scotland. 



EXECUTION OF JAMES RENWrcK. 




Jahes Rkmwick waa tho lost in Scotland who ecalcd with )iiii blood the testimonj for 
the truth. He was bom in Glencairn in 1662, nnd when very young went over to the 
Continent, whore he was educated for the ministry. He witnessed the death of Car. 
gill and other martyrs, and was hereby led to take up their testimony, preaching in 
the field* to the poor and persecuted pooplo. The rage of tho persecutors followed, and 
erelong overtook him. Ho was discovered in Edinburgh by a man who overheard him 
at hii devotions ; sentence of death was at once poised upon him, and on the 18th Feb- 
niary 1688 was carried into effect. At hia eiceulion, drums were beat nil the time 
that the people might be prevented liearing what ho had to say. On going up the 
ladder, he said, " I^ord, I die in tho faith that thou wilt not leave Scotland, but that 
thou wilt make the blood of the witnesses the seed of the church, and return again 
and be glorinus in our land ! Lord, come quickly '." During eight-and-twenty years 
had Scotland been deluged by the blood of saints. " These were days wherein," says 
Wodrow, " it was a happiness to be out of Scotland." No lees than 18,000 persons 
suffered trials of the severest nature — no less then 1700 were banished. And so com- 
pletely did it change the face of Scotland, that, at the time of the Revolution in 16SS, 
there were found 200,000 persons reduced to beggary. But the real number of the 
sufferers could never be ascertained ; for " no roll of their names wai preeerved in 
these times of confusion any where, but under the altar and about the throne of the 
Lamb, where their heads are crowned, and their white robes seen, and where an exact 
account of their number will be found at last." O reader, pray to have the grace that 
WM in these holy witnesses, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasure of Kgypt, having respect to the recompense of reward. 



LANDING OF THE PBINCE OF ORANOE. 




The state of mutterB in the Charch of Scotland began now to look more favourable. 
Faithful to her Oroat Head and Master, she had for man; jean reBUted the encroach- 
nenU made upon the aupremacj of the Lord Jetius over the Church his Bpiritual king- 
dom — witneBBiDg even unto blood for tha order, government, and discipline of the houM 
of God against the powers of this world, who are ever etriviog to dethrone " Him, who 
by hi« Father's appomtment is King over Zion, the hill of his holiness." King Jamea 
had for some time been acting a part in England which was calculated to alarm the Pro- 
testants in both countries — his object boing to restore Foper; as the national religion 
of both kingdoms. That ho might better accomplish this, he endcavouri.'d to gain the 
favour of the Presbyterian party, by granting them full liberty to worship in private 
houses, churches, or chapels. Moat of the Presbyterian Clergy accepted of this tole- 
ration, aware at the same time that no reliance was to bo pluced upon his sincerity. His 
deep designing policy alarmed all parties in the country, and a spirit of discontent soon 
spread every where. Various commnnicationa were entorod into with William, 
PaiNCB OF OsANOB, who was married to Mary, the King's eldest daughter, and was 
looked upon as the great champion of the Protestant interest in Europe. The nation, 
feeling the bondage they were subjected to, with united voice invited him to rescue their 
country from one who was evidently intent upon destroying their liberties, both civil 
and religious. The Prince readily complied with the invitation, and, on the 5th No- 
vember 1688, to the joy of all, landed on our island. King James fled, abandoned by 
his friends and followers, and shortly after abdicated the throne ; and on the Uth 
April 16S9, William and Mary were proclaimed. And now the nation of Scotland 
felt themselves free again, and the Church had rest. 



KINO WILLIAM AND CABSTAIHS. 




Shortly ftfler Kiso William was sealed on tho throne, he abolished Epiaoopncj 
in Scotland, and reetorod Presbytery. The ejected ministers were restoTod to their 
charges, and returned to gather the remnants of their torn and scattered flocks. In 
1690, the General Assembly met, and the Church again had her r^ular Synods, 
Presbyteries, and Kirk-scsaions. The Confession of Faith was ratified, patronage wot 
abolished, and every step taken to restore order and purity. The Prolatic party still 
entertained hopes of seeing their exiled King restored ; and in 1693, the Parliament 
enacted, that all parties who held office should take the oath of abjuration ; but the 
Presbyterian Ministers refused to comply. The ConunisBioner appointed by the King 
as his representative in the Assembly, came down to Edinburgh, and finding the 
Ministers firm to their purpose, sent back a messenger to London to receive instmo- 
tions. The instructions were altered, and the conscientious Ministers relieved froia the 
necessity of taking the oaths. This was achieved by the daring interposition of Cabstaim, 
who having inquired into the nature of the King's instructbns, and finding them inimi- 
cal to the Church, met the messenger when on the point of leaving the city, and de- 
manded them from him. The messenger having delivered them up, Caretain hurried 
to the King, who, by the time ho reached the palace, had retired to rest. Resolving 
not to be turned from his purpose, he demanded admittance to the very bed-side of his 
sovereign. This request having been granted, he entered, and finding the King asloep, 
drew aside the curtain, which awoke the King. Carstairs stated what he hod done, and 
represented the case of the Presbyterian Ministers. The King threw the obnoiions 
instructions into the fire, and drew up new despatches, dictated by Carstaire. Accord- 
ingly the General Assembly met, having her spiritual independence secured. 



ORIGIN OF THE FIRST SF.CESSION. 




In 1703, King William died, and was succeeded by the Princem Anne, under whose 
■niiga the Union of Scotland and England wa» effected in 1707. By this Treatf of 
Union, and hj an Act of Security wliich wan also paised, the Churclt of Scotland 
was placed beyond the intarferonce of the British ParliameDt in hergoTemmeat, disci- 
pline, and doctrine ', and the niLtioniil faith was pledged to the maintenance of this aolemn 
treaty. But a Jacobite and Popish party sought its overthrow ; and in 1712, an act 
for restoring patronage in the Church was by dishonourable stealth passed in the British 
Parliament. For some tine the Church protested against this grievous yoke, and sought 
in every way to get deliverance from it ; but gradually corruptions crept in. " The Mar- 
row Controversy" brought out, in face of the General Assembly, a full testimony to the 
gosi>ct, especially in regard to the free salvation proclaimed therein to every sinner. In 
October 1732, Ebenezer Ehsktne of Stirling, having preached against the enforcement 
of the low of patronage, and some other Acta of the Assembly, was called to the bar and 
appointed to be rebulied. Against tliis sentence, he, along with Messrs Fishbr, Mon- 
cHreFF, and Wilson, appealed, and, convinced that he had done nothing inconsistent with 
the law of Christ or the standards of the Church, refused to submit to the censure. The 
Assembly, however, suspended them from their charges, and remitted the case to the Com- 
mission, with instructions to watch over their conduct. Shortly aAer, being called before 
the Commission, they were asked if they had obeyed the sentence ; the four Brethren 
answered. That they had not, but that they had continued to preach. A motion was 
upon this mode, that sentence of deposition should be passed, and carried by the casting 
vote of the Moderator ; and thus were four of her most pious and devoted Miniaten 
separated from the Church of Scotland. 



THE INTRUSION AT NKKl. 




In the year 1742, a great awakening took place in Tarious parts of Scotland, puii- 
cuUrlj at Cambaslang and Kilijtb. It tvas felt throughout the land. Manj touU 
were converted and gathered in. But aner this blink of BunBhino, the clouds dark- 
ened the sky. It was now a verj common thing for Iha various Church Courts to 
be engaged in dispnted settlements. Coses of intrusion then began frequently to bo 
perpetrated, the call of the people disregarded, and militarj force called in to induct 
a Minister to a spiritual office. The disputed settlement of Inverkeithing vras the 
cause of the deposition of the Rev. Thomas Qillespie of Carnock, and the rise of 
the Relief Secession. Among the many cases of intrusion, there was one that became 
famous, that of Ni^ in Ross-shire. The people of that pariah had long been fa- 
voured by having a faithful watchman over them in the person of Mr John Balfour. 
At his death, a Minister by name bat not by character, received a presentation to 
that parish. The parishioners knowing that his walk and conversation were not in 
Bccoidnnce with the Gospel, opposed the settlement, and the majority of the Pres- 
bjtery were equally adverse to it. The day of ordination arrived ; four of the Pres- 
bytery with reluctance proceeded to the church to perform tho service. Thej found an 
empty church ; not one parishioner or member of the congregation appeared. While 
perplexed as to what ought to be done, one of the parishioners came in before them, 
and solemnly chained them, " That tht hlood of the parUk of Nigr; tcotilJ be reqiiii-al 
of them, if they shmild uttU a man to the tuallt of that Kirk." The warning, though 
it overawed them at tho time, was In the end disregarded. A Minister " was settled 
to the walla," but the pious parishioners never again entered or worshipped in that 
church to wliich their fathers were wont to repair. 



THE INTRUSION AT MARNOCIi. 




Forced settlemcnta now frequently occurred. CorrnptionB began to prevail, and even 
preaching the gospel to the Heathen opposed. But from time to time men of might 
were raised up to stem the tide of coiruplion, auch as Dr Erekine, Sir Henry Moncrieff, 
and Dr Andrew ThomsoD. Drops of tho Spirit were felt in various places. Heme 
and Foreign Misniuns oi-cupied attention. The Jow as well as tho Gentile came into 
remembrance. The rights of the Christian people began to be regarded ; and, in 1834, 
the Assembly passed an act securing to the people a voice in the election of their minis- 
ter. In 1830, Kilsyth, Dundee, and other places, were visited by a remarkable out- 
pouring of tho Huly Ohost. But about this time took place the atroi-iuus cose ot 
intnuion at Mamurh. The individual who had been presented to that church was 
vetoed by the people. The majority of the Presbytery, however, insisted upon the 
settlement, nutwithstanding that the General Assembly had enjoined them to susjwnd 
proceedings. Disregarding the orders of a superior court which they had sworn to 
obey, the majority resolved to act according to the orders receivod from the Court 
of Session, to wliich they had appealed, and proceeded to the ordination on Slst 
January 1841,— a day ever memorable in the annals of the Church. A heavy storm 
of snow hod fallen that morning, and the roads were choked up. This, however, did 
not prevent multitudes from being present. The parishioners ranged themselves in tho 
church. Aware that it was not in their power to stop the settlement, they read by 
their agent a solemn protest against the step about to be taken. Having done so, 
the people, gathering up their Bibles from the pews, rose in a body and lefl the church — 
that church in which they and their fathers hail worsliipped, leaving the presentee to 
bo ordained " to the walls." 



NEW CHURCH AT MARNOCH. 



Driven in this maimeT from the church of their father*, the pariahionen of Mjuno^ 
resolTed that in do waj would they ever recognUe u their minister one who had been 
forced upon tbom that day. Five hnndred heads of families and oommtmicanta were 
driven from their cliuTch, leaving a minister without a parishioner. They appealed 
to the Christian public, who took up their cause, not as the cause of a small pariah or 
an handful of individuoU, but the cause of the Christian community. The Christian 
people of Scotland did not leave the inhabitants of Mamoch to remain long without a 
church. The ensuing eiunmer saw a complete parochial economy given to those who 
had in so cruel a manner been driven from the house of Ood. It is in assorting the 
privileges of her people in such cases as these, that the Church of Scotland has been 
brought into trial, and her supreme jurisdiction in spiritual matters denied. The 
Church submits to every decision of the Civil Courts in regard to matters civil and secular ; 
but can in no case obey an order trom a Civil Court to baptize, ordain, admit to com- 
munion, or the lihe. These are " the keys" entrusted to her by Christ. From this 
position she can never move. As a Church called upon to contend for the kingly office 
of Christ, she dare do nothing less than hold fast this word of Christ's patience even 
in reproach and suffering, till He come who shall open heaven, and appear with the 
name written on his vesture and on his thigh, " Khiff ofkingt and Lord of lordt." 
Various were tho negotiations which the Church entered into with the Government re- 
garding the Bottleraent of the Church queetion, but without effect. At length the de- 
cision of the House of Lords in the Auchlerorder case in August 1842 brought on the 
crisis ; and now, to tho conacicntious Minister willing to obey Cod rather than men, 
nothing remained but the p^08|icrt of fines and iraprisonmcnts. 



CONVOCATION OF MINI8TEBS. 




It was under such ciTCumatencei that nearly 500 faithful MinUtera of the Church of 
Scotland assembled on the 17th Norcraber 1842 in Convocation at Edinbui^h. The 
Convocation was opened by Dr Chaimebs ; and after eight BUcceaBive dajs of conference 
and united prayer, came to the resolution to declare to the Legislature of the country, 
that if tboy cannot have liberty to carry out the principles, aa guaranteed by the Treaty 
of Union and Act of Security, they must cease to have any connexion with the State. 
They claimed for the Church no right of resistance to the civU magistrate in the 
exercise of his authority in temporal matters, but they claimed a right to carry on the 
government and discipline of Christ's house free from all molestation ; and rather than 
subject the jurisdiction of Christ's house to the control of any civil power, they will 
forego the advantages of an Establishment. These days of Convocation were dajs of 
great refreshing to all present ; remarkable unity and prayerfulnesa of spirit charac- 
terized the assembly : all felt that their King was in the midst of them. It rests now 
with the Legislature to say whether the authority of Christ aa King of Nations, as weU 
as King of Saints, is to be acknowledged or denied. The Church of Scotland is thus 
again cast into the furnace, and that too at a time when the Lord has been quickening 
many souls within her borders, and blessing her Missionary labours abroad. She is 
called to bear a glorious testimony to kings in behalf of Christ's crewn, and ezpocta 
soon to be honoured also to suflerfor his aake. Popery, under the disguise of Puseyinn, 
ia watching for its prey. The perilous times of the latter days are apparently 
begun. " Keep not thou silence, O God ; hold not thy peace and be not still, O Ood ; 
that men may know that thou, whose name alone is Jehovah, art the Most High over 
all the earth." 
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READING OF PHOTEST IN GENERAL ASSEMBI.Y- 




The deliberations of tbe Cunvoi^iitiun ended in an appeal to the Legislature of the 
Muntrj ; but the Legislature ungeneroual/ refused to listen. In blind infatuBt[on, and 
misled by men heated by party feelings, they have brought about an event, (he conse- 
quences of which none can foresee. Throughout the whole of Scotland tbo most intense 
anxiety for some time prevailed ; and when it was known that the Lcg^tslaturo bad 
finally resisted all the requests of the Church, and even refused a fnir and candid hear- 
ing to her Claim of Rights, the question was continuoUy asked, Why retnain longer in 
euch bondage ? The time, however, had not yet arrived. During the interval from 
the Comrocation till the meeting of Assembly, both parties in the Church were busy 
with their various plans. The old Moderate or Erastian party spared no pains to pre- 
vent members being sent up who were favourable to the claims of the Church ; and for 
this purpose, inlerdicla, pains, and penalties, were put in active force. In this they 
iucceeded to a rertain extent, and that too by the aid of men of whom better things 
were eipected. In the hour of trial the love of many waxed cold, and ivlien the day 
of battle came, the fuint-hearlcd turned back. Many who had been bold enough to 
stand up for Christ's Crown and Rights when no sacriUce was required, now went away 
and walked no more with Him. On Thursday the 18lh May 1843, the General 
Asiembly met, a day which saw transacted the greatest event of modem times. After 
a solemn and impressive prayer, the Moderator, Dr Welsh, look up and read a Protest 
against the Assembly proceeding farther in the business for which they were convened, 
as it was not an Assembly properly constituted, the rights and privileges of its mem- 
bers hoving been unconstitutionally interfered with. During the reading of this docu- 
ment B breathless silence reigned ; and deeply solemn was (he scene, wlicn, after folding 
up the Protest and laying it on the table of tbe Assembly, he bowed towards the 
Throne where sat her M^^esty's representative, and then immediately retired, followed 
by the whole body of adhering Ministers and Elders. 
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PROCESSION FKOM ST ANDREWS CHURCH TO TANFIELD. 




The multitude in the street were waiting in deep and anxious suipenie, for even up 
to the very moment of disruption, many conld not be brought to believe that there 
would be mj teceuion ; and some were ereii hoping that, at this last hour, a measure of 
tardy justice might be introduced which would heal the diflerences of the Church. But 
their auspenM waa not of long duration. The cry, " Thej are coming out," waa soon 
heard, and man by man, and line after line passed on, leaving for ever the Auembly 
of that Church on which thej had turned their backs, each one feeling a* he went, 
" The Lord hath broken the snare and we have escaped." The whole body formed 
into a line of procession, and, Eiocompanied by an immense multitude of people, pro- 
ceeded from St Andrew's Church, where the Assembly had convened, to a large HoU 
at Canomnills, and there were held the meetings of the First Assembly of the Free 
Church of Scotland. Dr Welsh having opened the proceedings by a very solemn 
prayer, in which he gave thanks for the grace given to so many who that day bod 
stood fast in the hour of trial, proposed that Dr Chalmesb be elected Moderator ; 
and this, as might be expected, met with the unanimous approbation of the whole 
meeting. After prayer and praise, and an opening address, the Protest taken at the 
Old Assembly was read, and ordered to be recorded in their Acts ; this Protest was 
signed by upwards of 400 Ministers and Elders, men who, rather than compromise 
the honour of their great Lord and Master, demitted their status, rights, and emolu- 
ments, casting themselves upon the wide world. It was a sight which struck their 
.opponents with mote than surprise, — it woa one which sent a deep pang into many a 
heart, even into the hearts of those who had failed to carry out their principles, and 
Demas-like hod forsaken them, having loved this present world ; — it was a sight which 
imparted a melancholy joy to many, for they witnessed a band of faithful men rejoicing 
as they went out that they were called to do so for their Master's sake, and hearing 
his voice addressing them, " What host thou now to do in the way of Kgjpt ?'' 
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MINISTERS SIGNING DEED OF DEMISSION. 




The Hull ID vrhirh the Free Church assembled had do ^raiid iiuposmg ajipi 
its b&re walls and unceiled roof was a scene in strange contrast with the place lately 
left. To the latter, many counted great by the world had tfaionged, that they might 
■hew their attachment to a now faet-sinkiiig inatitution ; and there were «een the 
emblems of Royalty — pomp and pageantry — a canopy and throne : in the other, a hue 
unfinished hall contained the worth of Scotland's Church — no pomp, no state were 
there — no vain shadow of royalty was needed, for each one felt that truly "their King 
was in the midst of them." Having shaken off her fetters, and placed herself on the 
only true foundation — the liberty which Christ hath given to his people — the Free 
Church set herself in right earnest to carry forward and complete the work her faithful 
Ministers had so long aimed at. Her people's privileges were secured — the hand of 
fellowship was held out to all the followers of her Lord and Master — and Christ was 
acknowledged as the alone Head of the Chuii:h. Tuesday, the 23d May, was a day 
set apart for devotional exercises and prayer, and this day saw 470 Ministers cast 
aside a revenue of more than One hundred thousand pounds a-year, and separate 
themselves from all the Rights and Emoluments of the Ecclesiastical Establishment in 
Scotland, because they could not recognise the power of any Court on earth to abridge 
their liberty of conscience, or interfere with a principle which they held dearer than 
life, that tho Lord Jesus Christ is tho only King, Head, and Ruler of the Church. 
Behind the Moderator's chair was a small table, and many a heart In the immense 
throng beat high, when Minister after Ttlinister was seen making his way to that table, 
and with calm and cheerful heart subscribing " The Act of Separation and Deed of 
Demission." Keen at that hour must have been the feelings of many, as they thought 
upon their pleasant homes and beloved people ; but the promise of Jehovah's pretence 
upheld them ; they could, therefore, put that promise in place of stipend and glebe — in 
place of gold and silver — in place of wife and children — and say, we can never be poor. 
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FBEACHINO FROM A FLOATING MANSE. 




The Free Church of Scotlniid is now Btruggling into eiietence. Her great aim i« to 
(upplj the ordinance! of the Go»pel to all her adherents, and for tbu purpow she 1* 
now engnged planting cborchM in every comer of our land. Arbitrary luidlordi, 
with their nnderlings, are doing what thej can to check her progresa ; — not in aoj 
nay eBtimating the noble sacrifice that has been made, they are penecnting the men 
who had the strength to make it. In many parts of Scotland she hai been refused 
even the humbleat hut in which her Ministers may preach, and many are the Congre- 
gations which are worshipping in the open air; — even along the way-side tents are 
erected ; and so great is the opposition, that vessels have to be launclied on our High- 
land lakes, that the Minister may have a manse to dwell in, and that the tidings of the 
Gospel may be carried to all the people. While the wandering gipsy and the profane 
player are allowed to erect their haunts of vice in every village and on every common, 
the Minister of Christ is debarred, yea even interdicted, from preaching by the high- 
ways and hedges. Again is persecution awake in Scotland — and persecution for the 
truth's sake. Severe has been the contest in which the Church has engaged — for the 
Crown has she fonght, and for the Crown is she suffering. She felt that the govern- 
ment had been wrested off her Master's shoulders and Itud upon the civil magistrate, 
giving him the power to cast the Chnrch into whatsoever mould and fashion he pleased, 
and she went forth to vindicate her Master's honour ; she trusted in Him who hath 
the stars in his right hand, and who, thoogh He gave her bread of adversity and water 
of affliction, would yet make sure bis promise, " Tby teachers shall not be removed 
into a comer." The men of the world may think little of the Church, — they may 
consider it unworthy to be allowed to live even in a comer of tbi£ earth, — they may 
hunt it fh>m place to place, denying even a spot to erect a temple to Jehovah's pruae ; 
but all this shall be of no avail — God shall not want messengers. To EzekJel in his 



captivity wu given the light of k new houK, — a ni 
•een the like tiefore ; — to will Qod give hia peopli 
with a meainring line in hii huid, meMnring for 
wanting ; all that ihe ever had before shall be ntad 
house wherein he will give hia Beloved rest. Thei 
the dengni of God in bringing hii people into the i 
when the mesKngera of the nations shall oome to in 
daf, we shall be able to reply, " The Lord hath i 
traat in it." The spirit of the Martyrs still live* ii 
Baonor be unfurled and the watchword given — 




